
1 

 

OCTOBER 2018 Newsletter 

Published 07/11/18  

The Wiluna Wire 



2 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!   
Hello and welcome to the November edition of the Wiluna Wire. In this edition we have 
submissions from a number of Wiluna agencies and individuals. We would love to make the 
Wiluna Wire into an informative, interesting and entertaining newsletter, that includes 
submissions from all sections and ages of the Wiluna community.  The newsletter will only be as 
good as the submissions we receive! 
 
If you have  any feedback, suggestions and or submissions, please come into the Shire  
Administration Centre on Wotton Street  and have a chat. Contact can also made by phone—  
9981 8000 or email at—aa@wiluna.wa.gov.au with “The Wiluna Wire” in the subject line. 
 
Regards 
 
The Administration Team 

 
 

 

The Shire of Wiluna would like to 

thank the many members of the 

community who assisted the Police 

with their enquires into the break in 

at the local community pool 

 

The offenders have been found. 
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MEDIA STATEMENT 

 
 

Report of the Inquiry into the operations of the Shire of Wiluna 
 
 

On behalf of the Shire of Wiluna, we would like to thank the Department of Local Government, Sport and 
Cultural Industries (DoLGSCI), for their time and effort which was spent on the Inquiry of the Shire’s past 
operational practices.  The Shire supported the Inquiry as it is committed to better understanding any 
shortfalls it had in important areas such as governance and legislative compliance.  The knowledge 
gained from the Inquiry will enable the Shire to improve any areas of its operations and regain the 
respect of the community and the local government industry. 
 
Both Councillors and staff of the Shire were very disappointed to read the findings of the Inquiry and are 
all committed to making the necessary changes to ensure its governance and legislative compliance 
does not repeat the failings of the past.  In fact, the Shire has already made a number of changes to its 
governance and legislative compliance over the past two years. 
 
What is not contained in the report, but in the Shire’s view had a significant impact on the issues raised 
in the report, was the problem of attracting and retaining senior staff.  Attracting the right senior staff to a 
remote and rural inland local government such as Wiluna can be extremely challenging.  However, it is 
important that the Shire can recruit and retain suitably experienced and capable people in its senior staff 
roles. 
 
Many of the compliance issues raised in the Inquiry Report can be related back to the Shire not having 
stable senior staff whose role it was to advise and direct the Council and other staff about their roles and 
responsibilities. 
 
One of the requirements of a DoLGSCI Inquiry is to stop the investigated local government from 
undertaking its own investigation on matters that are to be investigated.  Therefore, the Shire is not able 
to comment on each individual issue raised in the report. 
 
There has been a complete turnover of senior staff from the period of time upon which the Inquiry had 
focused much of its investigations, and the current executive team has worked very hard to rectify all the 
Shire’s governance and compliance issues including those identified by the Inquiry. 
 
In relation to recent press on the Report, and allegations made against two Councillors, they are totally 
unsubstantiated and unfounded.  One of the Councillors was not even an elected member at the time. 
 
For further comment on this matter, all enquires must be directed to the Shire President, Jim Quadrio 
 
Cr. Jim Quadrio      Colin Bastow 
Shire President      Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
29 October 2018 



5 

 

CEO’s Report 
 
An exciting new initiative will be introduced this year to reward residents of Wiluna 
and Bondini who maintain and tidy up their yards. This initiative resulted from 
feedback in last year’s community engagement where several participants said 
they wanted to encourage people to clean up their yards and street verges. 
 
The Shire would like to encourage all residents of both Wiluna and Bondini to 
participate in the Tidy Garden competition. 
 
A monthly prize for the best kept garden in Wiluna and Bondini will be offered. To 
encourage residents who may not be at the standard of the best tidy garden to 
keep working towards this standard an additional award will be also provided to 
the most improved garden at Wiluna and Bondini. 
 
Another initiative that will be introduced this year, will be the best Christmas Lights 
competition, so the Shire would encourage everyone to start planning their entry. 
The winner of the competition will be announced at the Shire’s annual Christmas 
Party. 
 
This years Christmas Party will have a greater focus on entertainment and a 
Christmas Dinner. A small gift will be provided to local children up to the age of 12 
years old. The Shire would like to thank Blackham Resources who have kindly 
offered a donation towards the purchase of food for this event. Further details 
about the Christmas Party will be made available closer to the event. 

 
 
 
 
 
Regards 

Colin Bastow 

CEO 
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Entry  is  FREE 

Opening Hours 

Monday 5.30am-7.30am 

10am-12noon 

1.30pm-6.15pm 

Tuesday 5.30am-7.30am 

10am-12noon 

1.30pm-6.15pm 

Wednesday CLOSED 

Thursday 5.30am-7.30am 

10am-12noon 

1.30pm-6pm 

Friday 5.30am-7.30am 

10am-12noon 

1.30pm-6pm 

Weekends and Public Holidays 10.30am-12noon 

1.30pm-6pm 

School Holiday weekends 9.00am-12noon 

1.30pm-6pm 
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Shire of Wiluna 
 

23rd  November 2018 — Oz The Great & Powerful   
 

Afternoon Showing 
 

Disney’s fantastical adventure OZ The Great and Powerful, directed by Sam Raimi, imagines the origins of L. Frank 
Baum’s beloved wizard character.  When Oscar Diggs (James Franco), a small-time circus magician with dubious 
ethics, is hurled away from dusty Kansa to the vibrant Land of Oz, he thinks he’s hit the jackpot—fame and fortune 
are his for the taking—that is until he meets three witches, Theodora (Mila Kunis), Evanora (Rachel West) and Glin-
da (Michelle Williams), who are not convinced he is the great wizard everyone’s been expecting.  Reluctantly drawn 

into the epic problems facing the Land of Oz and its inhabitants, Oscar must find out who is good and who is evil 
before it is too late.  Putting his magical arts to use through illusion, ingenuity and even a bit of wizardry Oscar trans-

forms himself not only into the great wizard but into a better man as well. 
 
 

Rated PG—Mild fantasy, violence and some scary scenes. 

 
 

CHILDREN SEVEN AND UNDER WILL NEED TO BRING A  PARENT WHEN WE ARE 
SHOWING  

G AND PG RATED MOVIES. 
 
 
 

THERE WILL BE  NO EXCEPTIONS DON’T SEND THE BABIES DOWN UNLESS YOU COME 
WITH THEM, THE LAST THING WE WANT IS TO UPSET THE LITTLE ONES BY TURNING 

THEM AWAY AT THE DOOR. 
 

 

 

Tamihana: Rec & Leisure Centre Coordinator 
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Keep this Date Free 
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On Wednesday 24 October the Shire said Good bye to Lavenia Ratabua.  
Lavenia started as the Shire Receptionist in 2008 and her talents were soon 
realized, with her being moving into the finance department in 2009 as a finance 
officer.  Her skills still shone brightly and she later become the Senior Finance 
Officer.  Lavenia became a great source of knowledge within the Shire and was 
always ready with a smile to help anyone.  Her sunny disposition and laugh was 
a true asset to the Shire and she will be sorely missed by all her fellow Shire 
work mates.  
 
The place will just not seem the same. 
 
Lavenia was also a dedicated member of our local Seventh Day Adventists 
Church and we all know she had the voice of an angel.  I’m sure that the whole 
community will miss her.   
 
Everyone had a wonderful evening and special thanks needs to go out to Kevin 
Eagle and his wonder team of Catercare workers, from Blackhams Resources 
that provided a delicious meal and a beautiful and tasty “Good-Bye” cake. 
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New life, 

New discoveries, 

And many more sweet memories 

Bon Voyage! 
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Remembrance Day has a special significance in this year. 

Sunday, 11 November 2018 marks the 100th anniversary of the Armistice which ended the First World War (1914–
18). 

According to the Australia Government, Remembrance Day, which was originally called Armistice Day, 
commemorated the end of the hostilities for the Great War (World War 1), the signing of the armistice, which 
occurred on November 11, 1918  the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. 

On the first anniversary of the armistice, in 1919, one minute's silence was instituted as part of the main 
commemorative ceremony.  After the end of World War II in 1945, the Australian and British governments changed 
the name to Remembrance Day as an appropriate title for a day which would commemorate all war dead. 

One hundred years ago, on 11 November 1918, the guns of the Western Front fell silent after four years of 
continuous warfare. With their armies retreating and close to collapse, German leaders signed an Armistice, bringing 
to an end the First World War. From the summer of 1918, the five divisions of the Australian Corps had been at the 
forefront of the allied advance to victory. Beginning with their stunning success at the battle of Hamel in July, they 
helped to turn the tide of the war at Amiens in August, followed by the capture of Mont St Quentin and Pèronne, and 
the breaching of German defences at the Hindenburg Line in September. By early October the exhausted 
Australians were withdrawn from battle. They had achieved a fighting reputation out of proportion to their numbers, 
but victory had come at a heavy cost. They suffered almost 48,000 casualties during 1918, including more than 
12,000 dead. 

In the four years of the war more than 33,000 Australians had served overseas, and more than 60,000 of them had 
died.  The social effects of these losses cast a long shadow over the postwar decades. 

Red poppies are worn on blazers, shirts, jumpers and other items of clothing on Remembrance Day to remember 
those who died during a war.  Poppies were among the first plants that came from the battlefields of northern France 
and Belgium during World War 1.  Some people believe the popular myth that poppies were rich in their redness 
because they blossomed from grounds that were saturated with soldiers’ blood. 
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In Flanders Fields was first published in England’s Punch magazine in December 2015.  Within months, this poem 
came to symbolize the sacrifices of all who were fighting in the First World War.  Today, the poem continues to be a 
part of Remembrance Day Ceremonies in Australia and other countries thoughout the world. 
 
The poem was written by a Canadian—John McCrae, a doctor and teacher, who served in both the South African 
War and the First World War. 



19 

 

Spiced Mixed Fruit Roll in a Baked Bean Tin 
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“Eagle Man” teams with remote outback school’s two-way  

Science program to boost attendance. 
 

Most teenage love stories do not involve raptors, but that is how it happened for one man 
whose passion became his career. 
 
At age 15, Simon Cherriman fell in love watching a pair of eagles soaring above a treehouse he 
had just built. 
 
Nicknamed ‘Eagle Man’, Mr Cherrunan is now a researcher studying the breeding cycles of a 
wedge-tailed eagle population in the remote Gibson Desert of Western Australia. 
 
He is monitoring the birth rates of the eagles and tagging juveniles with satellite transmitters to 
understand their movements. 
 
As well as collecting date for his PhD, he shares his knowledge with local students and 
Indigenous rangers. 

“My real passion is getting young people involved in science, being out in the bush and first-
hand learning on country” he said. 

 
Mr Cherriman believes the majestic birds provide a window for children to see into the desert’s 
ecosystem. 
 
He had joined forces with the Wiluna Remote Community School and it’s two-way science 
program, which builds on the students’ Aboriginal cultural knowledge to teach the Australian 
Curriculum. 
 
 

Mr Cherriman and student Nakisha Barnes examine bones found in an eagle’s nest. 
(ABC Goldfields: Rhiannon Stevens) 
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Increasing school attendance through culture 
 

The Walls of the Wiluna school are painted with colourful bird murals and their comical faces 
create an inviting space for students. 
 
Principal Adriano Truscott said birds were a way into the hearts and minds of the students who 
loved “going bush” and learning about animals and the cultural stories in which they feature. 
 
“When we bring that into the classroom they become really interested,” Mr Truscott said. 

The school also takes the classroom into the bush, which is having a positive learning 
outcomes. 
 
According to Mr Truscott, school attendance for some students has increased upwards of 50 % 
since the two-way program started. 
 
When students are on country observing birds or weaving through the spinifex looking for 
animal tracks, there is a deep concentration and a calm in them. 
 

Paring science with Indigenous knowledge 
 
A few hours east of Wiluna, in the red dirt country of the Martu People, the students joined Mr 
Cherriman for several days to learn about wedge-tailed eagles and other birds. 
 
The excursion was part of the school’s science program, developed in partnership with the 
CSIRO. 
 
Dr David Broun from the CSIRO’s Science Pathways for Indigenous Communities program said 
the aim was to connect Aboriginal knowledge with western science. 
 
“A two-way science program starts with language and culture and that means children are 

Principal Adriano Truscott says better school attendance rates can be achieved through the 
two-way science model.  (ABC Goldfields: Rhiannon Stevens) 
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“That links to the curriculum and educational success.” 
 
As well as learning from Mr Cherriman, the students spent time with Martu rangers like Rita 
Cutter, a local elder passionate about teaching. 
 
“When we got the Indigenous Protected Area [recognition] I got serious to be out on country 
and teaching young people who one day might carry it on, must carry it on.” Ms Cutter said. 
 

“We don’t want our stories, our knowledge of the country to fade away; we want to be strong 
with Martu culture.” 

 
Rangers of the future 

 
For the students, spending time on country with the rangers provides a chance to think about 
future vocations. 
 
“There’s a huge opportunity for land management out here, and the Aboriginal people who live 
out here—whose country this belongs to—are the right people to be doing that,” Dr Broun said. 

Spending time with the Martu rangers, like Rita Cutter, is inspiring the students to 
think about their future vocations. 
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Wiluna Remote Community School  

Language and literacy everyday at the Wiluna Remote Community School 
 

Every morning from 8.45 am to 10.30 am we have our Whole School Literacy block.  During this time, 
students are developing all their literacy and language skills, including reading and writing. 
 
We run two main programmes at this time.  First, we run Letters and Sounds, which builds children’s 
speaking and listening skills and prepares them for learning to read by developing their phonic 
knowledge and skills.  It sets out a detailed and systematic programme for teaching these skills.  It is 
research-based and reflects current best practice.  This programme can incorporate the student’s first 
language, for those who need it, as a springboard to develop Standard Australian English. 
 
Then, we run our Talk for Writing program, which used 
spoken activities to develop writing skills.  Again, this process 
is based on research that quality writing is achieved by first 
building on and developing the student’s own oral language 
skills.  Students use gestures and movement as a way to 
become familiar with the text (see photo).  Through this and 
explicit teaching, they learn the skills and language to develop 
more complex and descriptive sentences, paragraphs and text.  
 
Talking for Writing is used internationally and increasingly in 
Australia.  Importantly, the process mirrors how learners 
acquire an additional language, which is what is needed for 
many of our students. 
 
The Children in the upper primary classes have been learning all about the Walawurru (Wedge Tail 
Eagle), poetry, and descriptive language for birds.  Friend of the school and research scientist Simon 
“Eagleman” Cherriman visited the upper primary class last week and told us all about the eagles.  The 
children read him their poems which Simon enjoyed very much and he said that they were malya”.  On 
the next page are poems that were written by the students. 
 
We use these programmes to ensure consistent teaching practice, data collection and continuous 
improvement in key literacy skills.  Families are welcome to come and support the learning of their 
children.   

 
 

Simon Cherriman  
speaking with the 

upper primary 
Class, about 

Eagles. 
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The powerful Walawarru 
BY ROEVEASHA NEWLAND 

 

The powerful Walawarru 

Her black eyes are looking for food 

Her dangerous beak ready to rip meat  

Her beautiful feathers used for flying  

Her dangerous talons rip up meat.  

The powerful walawarru 
By Danika walker 

THE STRONG WALAWARRU IS 
FLYING 

Her powerful eyes are 
praying f0r food 

Her hooked beak is strong 
like nails 

Her feathers are golden 
like the sun 

Her strong, massive wings 
are gliding 

Her dangerous talons 

are ready to kill 

Poems Written By the Upper Primary  
Students 
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Skippers Aviation is proudly WA owned and operated and committed to supporting regional WA.  
Skippers will continue to offer local residents a discounted fare for all regional communities within it’s 
network. 
 
These Fares provide substantial discounts from the standard fare, but come subject to conditions: 
 Locals must provide proof of residency 
 Bookings must be made at least 60 days in advance of the travel dates 
 Fares are NON-refundable 
 No destination changes are permitted 
 Name changes are not permitted 
 No itinerary changes are permitted 
 Fare is forfeited if the passenger fails to complete check in before the flight closure time (ie 

30minutes prior to the scheduled departure time) 
 Children, Infants and unaccompanied minors Children between 2 and 12 years old need to be 

booked as a child 
 
As with all fares, bookings are subject to seat availability on the desired flight (s) 
 
Skippers advises that these fares must be booked with “Central Reservations” on 1300 729 924 or  
Email: reservations@skippers.com.au. 
 
If these fares don’t suit (many of us don’t have a 60 day planning horizon), try calling Jacki on 0438 565 
065 to see what kind of deal you can get….. 
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Register your cat or dog 
 
Dog Registration 
 Dogs aged 3 months and over must be registered and microchipped 

 Proof of sterilization is required to be submitted with your application form 

 Households are limited to 2 dogs 
 

Cat Registration 

 Cats 6 months and over must be registered 

 Cats must be microchipped and sterilized 

 
Registration Period and Renewals 
 The registration period is from 1 November 2018 to 31 October 2019 

 1 year and 3 year animal registrations expire 31 October regardless of the month your animal is 
registered.  (Any 1 year new annual registrations purchased from the 1 June to 31 October, the fee 
payable is half the normal price as the registration will expire on the 31 October of that same year). 
 

Fees Payable 
Pensioner concession of 50% applies to holders of a current Pension Concession card or either a 
Centrelink or Department of Veteran Affairs “Commonwealth Seniors Health Card” together with 
a Seniors Card must be provided to claim concession. 
 

CATS 1 year 3 years Lifetime 

Sterilised $20 $42.50 $100 

DOGS 1 year 3 years Lifetime 

Unsterilised $50 $120 $250 

Sterilised $20 $42.50 $100 
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Hey Kids 

Write a letter to Santa to win a Prize 

 

Complete the letter below place it in the box 

At Reception at the Shire Office to be in the 

Running to win a Prize. 

 

Drawing of the Winner will be at the Community Christmas Party  

on the 12 December at 7.00pm 
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Word finder 
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Inspiration 
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Kid’s Pages 

Trace and Colour 
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Kid’s Pages 
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Find Your Way Home 
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Wiluna Buy and Sell 

Do you have anything you want to buy or sell?   
You can advertise here for free.   

Forget Gumtree and Ebay, and all those freight charges.   
One mans’ trash is another mans’ treasure.   

Let’s keep it local and we all benefit. 

If you would like to advertise something please email 
the Shire on aa@wiluna.wa.gov.au with Wiluna Buy & 
Sell in the subject line.  Please include a picture if you 
can and a detailed description.  Please include your 
contact details.  


