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EVERYONE IS WELCOME!   
Hello and welcome to the January edition of The Wiluna Wire. In this edition we have 
submissions from a number of Wiluna agencies and individuals. We would love to make the 
Wiluna Wire into an informative, interesting and entertaining newsletter, that includes 
submissions from all sections and ages of the Wiluna community.  The newsletter will only be as 
good as the submissions we receive! 
 
If you have  any feedback, suggestions and or submissions, please come into the Shire  
Administration Centre on Wotton Street  and have a chat. Contact can also made by phone—  
9981 8000 or email at—aa@wiluna.wa.gov.au with “The Wiluna Wire” in the subject line. 
 
Regards 
 
The Administration Team 

 
The Canning-gunbarrel DisCovery 
CenTre is now CloseD To The publiC  

as of The 1sT oCTober 2018. 
however if you wish To visiT, please 
make an appoinTmenT for a privaTe 

viewing. 
 

Tjukurba arT CenTre remains open  
To The publiC anD arTisT's over This 

perioD  
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CEO’s Report 
 
Welcome to the first edition of the Wiluna Wire for 2019. I hope everyone had a merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year? 

 

Fortunately, the Shire was able to reopen the Wiluna Public Swimming Pool over the Christmas 

and New Year Break. It is extremely difficult to recruit the appropriately qualified and 

experienced Swimming Pool Manager at this time of the year, as they are already recruited at 

various pools around the State for the season. The Shire can only open the Wiluna Public 

Swimming Pool to the public if there is a suitability qualified person working at the pool. 

Belgravia Leisure, who operates the Pool on the Shire’s behalf,  has already started their search 

for a replacement Pool Manager for the rest of this season. A significant reason why the 

previous Pool Manager left Wiluna was due to the behaviour of some people towards him as a 

result of him enforcing proper safety standards and pool rules. To ensure there is no repeat of 

this type of behaviour towards the new Pool Manager, anyone who disrespects the Pool 

Manager may find themselves banned from using the pool. 

 

Council has approved the replacement of its radio rebroadcasting equipment as the current 

equipment is starting to show its age and has become very unreliable recently. The replacement 

of the radio rebroadcasting equipment is expected to take place in the next moth or so. The new 

equipment is of commercial grade which should result in a better user experience once it has 

been installed. The Shire will likely be required to change the frequencies of Red FM and Triple 

J. Further information about the new frequencies will be made available shortly. 

 

The Shire has recently purchased a new road sweeper and a second hand rubbish truck. You 

should see this new plant around Wiluna in the coming months. 

 

Regards 

Colin Bastow 

CEO 
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1st Prize—Sione KuliKefu $250 Wiluna Traders Voucher 
 
2nd Prize—Jason Barnett $200 Wiluna Traders Voucher 
 
3rd Prize—Yvonne Ashwin $100 Wiluna Traders Voucher 
 
Due to an impressive display of lights around town the Shire 
has also decided to give out 3 encouragement awards of a 
$50 Wiluna Traders Voucher to the following people -: 
 
Briony Jackman, Robbie Wongawol and Patricia Ashwin. 
 
Please come into Reception at the Administration Office to 
pick up your voucher. 
 
Thanks go out to everyone who participated. 
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The winner of the letter to Santa is Azonia Patch. 
 
Hope you got what you asked for, but for having the best letter 
you get a $10 voucher to spend at Wiluna Traders. 
 
We received quite a few letters and Azonia’s letter was picked 
out.  Well done Azonia. 
 
If you come into the Reception at the Shire Administration you 
can pick up your voucher. 
 
Congratulations. 
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 Come and see the new Memory Wall 
at the Rec. Centre.  All the old 
photos have been laminated and are 
hanging up. Why not come down 
and see if you are there, remind 
ourselves of how we were in our 
youth! 

Australia Day Pool Party 
Saturday 26 Jan 2-6pm 
Fun and games, prizes and lots, 
lots more. 
Come on down and join the 
party.  Please see further in the 
newsletter for more info. 

We have some fabulous movies 
lined up for January. 
Friday 11 Jan—Oddball (PG) 
Friday 18 Jan—Dog’s Purpose (PG) 
Friday 25 Jan—Jungle Bunch (G) 
PG rated movies = parental 
guidance suggested, some material 
may not be suitable for children. 
Please see further in the newsletter 
for more info on these movies. 

Circuit Training is a fast paced 
class in which you spend a short 
amount of time on each 
exercise.  It targets strength 
building or muscular endurance. 
 
Sundays 5-6pm 
Mondays 6-7pm 
Wednesdays 6-7pm 
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The true story of an eccentric chicken farmer who, with the 
help of his granddaughter, trains his mischievous dog 
Oddball to protect a penguin sanctuary from fox attacks in 
an attempt to reunite his family and save their seaside town. 
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A devoted dog discovers the meaning of its own existence 
through the lives of the humans it teaches to laugh and 
love. 
Reincarnated as multiple canines over the course of five 
decades, the lovable pooch develops an unbreakable bond 
with a kindred spirit named Ethan.  As the boy grows older 
and comes to a crossroad, the dog once again comes back 
into his life to remind him of his true self. 
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A penguin raised by tigers defends the jungle from an evil 
koala and an army of baboons with the help of his friends, 
the Jungle Bunch. 
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Saturday 26 January 2019 2-6pm 
(please note the time, this is not the traditional Australia 

Day Breakfast) 

Obstacle Course for 3-5 year olds 

Enter a quiz and you can win a 
prize 
6—8 year olds 3pm 
9—11 year olds 3.30pm 
12—14 year olds 4pm 

Egg and spoon 
race for little 
ones 

Community BBQ 
4.30pm 

Lolly Bags 
and icy poles 
for children 
who 
participate in 
organised 
activities 



15 

 



16 

 

COUNCIL NOTICE 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

 
A SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE 

HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY, 16 JANUARY 2019 

COMMENCING AT 9 AM 
TO DISCUSS THE TENDER FOR 

THE MAIN STREET REVITALISATION 
 

 

 
 
 

DAY DATE TIME VENUE 

Wednesday 16 January 2019 9am 

O’Shaughnessy 
Council Chambers 

Wotton Street 

Colin Bastow 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Wiluna Heritage Trail 
There is an unusual, and genuinely fascinating, Heritage Trail which comprises a total of 30 
place of interest.  The way to make sense of it is to download the useful map of the town 
depicts the Northern and Southern Heritage Trail loops.  It can be downloaded at  
http://www.wiluna.wa.gov.au/Assets/Documents/Wiluna_Town_Map.pdf. 
Then download the 30 page Wiluna Walk Trail  
(http://www.wiluna.wa.gov.au/Assets/Documents/Wiluna_Walk_Trail.pdf) 
This provides detailed information about all the places which once defined the town.  There 
are lots of amusing stories about the “characters” who lived in the town. 
 
Northern Heritage Trail Loop 
Many of the places mentioned on this 17 stop loop are no longer in existence but their 
stories, all told on the brochure, are a reminder of the vibrancy of Wiluna when it was a 
prosperous mining town.  Still standing are the following: 
8. The Club Hotel (now the Wiluna Shire Administration Offices) 
14. Methodist Church (now the Seventh Day Adventist Church) 
 
Southern Heritage Trail Loop 
Like the Northern Heritage Trail, the Southern Heritage Trail mentions many buildings 
which are no longer standing.  The places of interest which are still standing include: 
22. Wiluna Discovery Centre (Former Hospital) 
25. Wiluna Remote Community School 
 
Wiluna Remote Community School is one of the most modern building in the town, an 
interesting example of the power of politics.  When the Governor General inspected the 
local school in 2006 he was horrified by its substandard structure and facilities.  As a result 
a new school was built.  As the Heritage Trail explains: “This bright modern and funky-
looking school is a direct result of the furore that erupted in 2006 after the Governor-
General’s visit to the “old” school near the hotel.  Driven by a real sense of urgency an early 
decision was taken to use transportable buildings—but the way these have been integrated 
into this site is both unique and highly creative.  The 13 modules were arranged into zones 
to serve particular functions (administration, pre-primary, library etc), and these zones were 
linked by a landscaped inner quadrangle.  The integration of elevated timber decks and the 
eye-catching parasol roofs created a strong sense of permanency around the whole 
complex.  These raised roof structures also help reduce the impact of extreme summer 
heat.  Early involvement of the local community led to the bright art panels that protect the 
school from prevailing winds—and create such a strong street impact.  The theme for these 
panels Is the Canning Stock Route, and colours and patterns used have formed the basis 
of recent interpretative work around the town.  The new school was handed over to the 
community in November 2007.” 
 
Other Attractions in the Area 
Canning Stock Route—1500km from Wiluna north to Halls Creek (or vice versa) through 
the Great Sandy Desert and Gibson Desert and is rugged enough to test the mettle of any 
4WD vehicle and its occupants.  It is essential to be totally self-sufficient for the entire 
journey. 
Gunbarrel Highway—East from Wiluna traversing the Little Sandy Desert and the Gibson 
Desert for 1420km to Uluru and Yulara.  It has a number of settlements along the way and 
it requires permission to access protected Aboriginal Lands. 
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Þ Prior to the arrival of Europeans the Ngangganawili Aboriginal people lived and 

moved through the area. 

Þ The first European into the area was the explorer, John Forrest, who, in 1875, 

established a food and supplies depot at Weld Spring 230km north of the present 

townsite, and built a small fort. 

Þ Gold was first discovered by William Earl and John Connelley in 1891 and, due to 

a reliable water supply, the town prospered. 

Þ In 1900 author May Vivienne noted that the town had “three hotels and stores” and 

that watermelons, tomatoes and fresh water helped relieve the awful desert 

temperatures. 

Þ Wiluna’s first Police Station opened in 1901. 

Þ The Canning Stock Route through the Great Sandy Desert and Gibson Desert was 

surveyed by Alfred Wernam Canning in 1906-7.  He left Wiluna in May, 1906 with 8 

men , 23 camels and 2 ponies. 

Þ A total of 52 wells (each about 30km apart) were dug in 1908-10. 

Þ In the 1930s Perth entrepreneur, Claude de Bernales, developed a successful 

extraction method and his Wiluna Gold Mines Ltd saw the town boom with the 

population reaching 9000. 

Þ The first issue of the Wiluna Miner was published in 1931.  A town swimming club 

was formed that year. 

Þ The railway from Meekatharra reached the town in 1932. 

Þ In 1933 the Canning Stock Route was revitalized. 

Þ The Commonwealth Bank opened in 1934.  A Methodist Church was built in town 

that year. 

Þ In 1937 the School of Mines started offering night classes to the local miners. 

Þ By 1938 the town had nine policeman, a detective and a Sergeant in charge. 

Þ The last mob of cattle were taken down the Canning Stock Route in 1959. 

Þ The Weeloona Hotel was demolished in 1978. 

Þ In the 1980s the local Ngangganawili Community set up a citrus orchard and an 

emu farm. 

Þ In 2007 the town’s new school was opened. 

Þ In the summer of 2012/2013, dubbed the Angry Summer by the Climate 

Commission, the temperature in Wiluna reached a new recorded high of 48OC. 
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Notice of Proposed Disposition of Property 
(Section 3.58, Local Government Act 1995) 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Shire of Wiluna proposes to dispose of approximately 2,007m2 of light-industrial zoned land and 
buildings as depicted below being Lot 1506 on DP192681 (24 Woodley Street, Wiluna) to Riloch Pty Ltd (ABN 61 152 888 
803) by way of a lease. 
 
It is intended that the lease will have an initial term expiring on 01 November 2020 with two rights of renewal (at lessee’s op-
tion): 

from 02 November 2020 to 01 November 2023, and 
from 02 November 2023 to 01 November 2026.  

 
Other details on the proposed lease are as follows: 

The purpose of the lease will be the establishment of a multi-agency business including: 
TOLL Ipec Goods Inwards and Outwards 
Freight management and storage 
Tyre fitting and supply 
Kleen-heat gas supply and storage 
Hardware supplies 
Nursery and garden supplies 
Warehousing 

The lessee will be responsible for the cost outgoings on the property, cost of fit-out, and obtaining all required approvals. 
The initial rent will be set at $4,160 per year and will be adjusted annually by the CPI. 
A management valuation has estimated the value of the disposition as $28,500. 

 

 
 
Written submissions are invited in relation to the proposed disposition.  Such submissions should be: 

Sent by mail to the Shire of Wiluna, PO Box 38. WILUNA  WA  6646; or  
Hand-delivered to the Shire Administration Office at 70 Wotton Street, Wiluna; or 
Sent by email to dceo@wiluna.wa.gov.au 

 

Submissions must be received by 4.00pm on Friday 8th February 2019. 
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On the 6th of December 2018 we had the opportunity to offer assistance to children that are less 
fortunate in Cambodia through an organisation called International Children’s Care (ICC). This 
organisation has established a little community called Light of Hope (LOH) located in the 
Kampong Thom Province which has a school that caters for Kindergarten to year 12, a 
community church and it also provides a safe haven and comfort for a group of 65 orphaned 
children. LOH also provides education to various local villages nearby. The purpose of our trip is 
as follows: 

Replace existing termite infected wooden walls with bricks and timber supporting beams/
posts with steel to the community church 

Paint 5 x class rooms  
Build 2 x timber decking under trees for children to enjoy their breaks 

 
To be able to achieve the above goals, we needed to contribute financially for the purchase of 
materials. Hence we decided to raise funds locally in Wiluna by selling cupcakes, soft drinks and 
sausage sizzles. We were truly blessed and also grateful for the support from the local Wiluna 
community in coming out in numbers and contributing to cause. We spent numerous Sundays 
from late July to early November 2018 raising funds to contribute to the project materials, buy 
new blankets and bath towels for 65 children. Apart from working all day, we also thoroughly 
enjoyed our time with the LOH children through laughters, social activities, songs and story telling. 
Leaving LOH was emotionally tough, as we had bonded with the children and staff. We can 
safely say that this trip was highly successful. This trip was an eye opener to us in reference to the 
hardships and struggles faced by many unfortunate children in Cambodia and it is such a 
blessing to be able to represent Wiluna in being able to provide a helping hand. We have so 
much more photos and experience to share but our space is limited.  
 
We want to thank each and everyone in Wiluna for helping us achieve this project. We wish you 
all a prosperous and a safe new year. May God bless you all.  
 
From your friends at the Wiluna Seventh Day Adventist Church.  
 
P.S We maybe planning to go again at the end of this year J 

 From Kavoa & Isoa Dakunimata 
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Walls going up at the 
orphanage 
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The completed classroom 

Painting of the classrooms 
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Building decking under the trees 

Children receiving donated quilts and bath towels 



30 

 

 
Skippers Aviation is proudly WA owned and operated and committed to supporting regional WA.  
Skippers will continue to offer local residents a discounted fare for all regional communities within it’s 
network. 
 
These Fares provide substantial discounts from the standard fare, but come subject to conditions: 
· Locals must provide proof of residency 
· Bookings must be made at least 60 days in advance of the travel dates 
· Fares are NON-refundable 
· No destination changes are permitted 
· Name changes are not permitted 
· No itinerary changes are permitted 
· Fare is forfeited if the passenger fails to complete check in before the flight closure time (ie 

30minutes prior to the scheduled departure time) 
· Children, Infants and unaccompanied minors Children between 2 and 12 years old need to be 

booked as a child 
 
As with all fares, bookings are subject to seat availability on the desired flight (s) 
 
Skippers advises that these fares must be booked with “Central Reservations” on 1300 729 924 or  
Email: reservations@skippers.com.au. 
 
If these fares don’t suit (many of us don’t have a 60 day planning horizon), try calling Jacki on 0438 565 
065 to see what kind of deal you can get….. 
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SUDOKU PUZZLES—3 LEVELS 

Easy—answers on next page 

Medium 

Hard 
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SUDOKU ANSWERS 

Easy 

Medium 

Hard 
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Laughter 
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Kid’s Pages 
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Kid’s Pages 

Join the dots from a through to find a flower to colour 
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Wiluna Buy and Sell 

Do you have anything you want to buy or sell?   
You can advertise here for free.   

Forget Gumtree and Ebay, and all those freight charges.   
One mans’ trash is another mans’ treasure.   

Let’s keep it local and we all benefit. 

If you would like to advertise something please email 
the Shire on aa@wiluna.wa.gov.au with Wiluna Buy & 
Sell in the subject line.  Please include a picture if you 
can and a detailed description.  Please include your 
contact details.  

Super Garage Sale 
Sunday 27 January 2019 10am 

Plenty of bargains 
Clothing/kitchenware/bedding 

and much more 
Old shed behind Wiluna Cafe 

Katrina & Graham’s place Wotton St 


