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EVERYONE IS WELCOME!   
Hello and welcome to the May edition of the Wiluna Wire. In this edition we have submissions 
from a number of Wiluna agencies and individuals. We would love to make the Wiluna Wire into 
an informative, interesting and entertaining newsletter, that includes submissions from all 
sections and ages of the Wiluna community.  The newsletter will only be as good as the 
submissions we receive! 
 
If you have  any feedback, suggestions and or submissions, please come into the Shire  
Administration Centre on Wotton Street  and have a chat. Contact can also made by phone—  
9981 8000 or email at—aa@wiluna.wa.gov.au with “The Wiluna Wire” in the subject line. 
 
Regards 
 
The Administration Team 

 
 

REPORT  IT  DON’T  IGNORE  IT! 
 
 

For neighbourhood safety, we encourage you to report street lights that are out, 

damaged or malfunctioning in your community. 

 

You can help keep your community safe by reporting street light issues. 

 

CALL:   12 23 51 
 

Did you know that Horizon Power visit Wiluna every six months inspections. 
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CEO’s Report 
 
I would like to thank Angela Hoy, Executive Manager Technical Services for her 
contribution towards the development of the Wiluna community over the past two 
years, particularly with the renovation of the former Wiluna Club Hotel and the 
repairs to the flood-damaged road works which is expected to be completed 
shortly. Angela will be leaving Wiluna as she has a new position over East. 
 
 
Council elections will be held in October 2019 and the Shire will have four 
Council positions up for elections. Anyone thinking of running for Council will 
need to be aware of the new requirements to undertake training that will be 
introduced for the first time at the October 2019 election. 
 
 
The Canning-Gunbarrel Discovery Centre has opened for this years tourist 
season. The Shire is offering a free hot drink via its new coffee machine to all 
visitors. The Shire is currently trialling the Discovery Centre being open for seven 
days a week, however this is subject to change due to staffing availability. 
 
 
The Tjukurba Art Gallery has had a successful month in April with regards to the 
sale of its artworks. Wiluna indigenous artwork is well regarded and resulted in 
the highest sales at the recent Reveal art show, which was held in Fremantle. 
 
 
Last Saturday night the Shire held another successful Karaoke Night at the 
Moonlight Hall. 
 
 
 
 
Regards 

Colin Bastow 

CEO 
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Visiting Specialists 
 

May 2019 
 

RFDS Dentists  -   6 May  to  10 May 

RFDS Dentists  -  27 May  to  31 May 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2019 
 

RFDS Dentists  -  10 June  to  14 June  

Paediatrician   -  18 June  to  19 June 
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Goodbye Wiluna 
 

Goodbyes are never easy. Sadly, it is time for me to move 
on and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
wonderful people of Wiluna for all your support and 
friendship over the last 12 months.  I feel extremely lucky to 
have worked in such a wonderful place.  I have been 
offered a fulltime position with another Shire. 
 
 
I arrived in the community a stranger and I am leaving as a trusted friend.  Being 
a Ranger is a challenging job, that can be made harder by a lack of support from 
the people of the town, but I was very lucky because I was able to build strong 
relationships based on mutual trust and respect.  But most importantly you 
allowed me into your homes and I am thankful for the opportunity to get to know 
so many of you. 
 
 
I would like to give a big thank you to everyone in the Community and Shire staff 
that have supported me in my role and I am going to miss my week in Wiluna 
every month, but I feel I can hold my head up and be proud of the wonderful 
things that were achieved with one of them being over 190 dogs and pups have 
successfully found their forever home. The kindness and generosity of the 
people who surrendered their animals, has meant that they have made many 
other families very happy.  
 
 
It has been an honour getting to know you all and I am going to miss my trips up 
there. 
 
 
I am sure that we will meet again, somewhere down the track. 
 

Jodie Taylor  

 

Some people come into our lives and quickly go. 

Others stay awhile, make footprints on our hearts and we are never the same. 
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We Say Thank You to Ranger Jodie 
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Youth Week 3 on 3 Basketball  

Our youth week community basketball tournament was held during the first week of term 1 break.  We 
had three days of games with a community dinner shared on Wednesday evening.  We had a large 
turnout of locals from all ages down to enjoy the fun and games, all games were played in good sprits 
with teams working together to gain the upper hand and get a win.  The program was based around 
getting the community together and to that extent we reached out target, the bonus was the intensity 
that was displayed on the courts.  We held the Wirrpanda three-point shootout with six locals taking 
away a new basketball for their efforts.  Thank you to Ray, Stacey and the Perth Wirrpanda crew for 
your energy and time your presents and efforts did not go unnoticed. Thank you to Sargent Stephen 
and the Wiluna Police boys for supporting the programme by referring the games and joining in with 
the locals on the courts.  Lastly thank you to all the locals that turned up to shoot hoops and hand out 
with us all, as a community we can only benefit by doing things together.  It’s good for the children to 
see uncles, aunties and siblings involved in friendly competition with service providers, we are setting 
the standard for the next generation of budding NBA prospects. 

Bingo: Wednesday 10 April  

Small group down for the Bingo night due to term break, and service providers going on leave.  The 
night went well with wins spread amongst all the participants, we managed to make a few dollars for 
the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 

We will be holding Bingo next month on Wednesday 15 May 2019. 

Anzac Day  -  25 April 2019  

We had a good turn out of Service Providers, police and mine workers down to show their respects to 
those that had fallen in war or served their country to make this world a safer place for us all.  Once we 
had completed the service we all headed over to the Rec Centre for breakfast, it was nice to see all our 
visitors relaxed enjoying food and a yarn. 

Karaoke Night  -  Saturday 4 May 2019  

The Moonlight Hall Karaoke show saw 35 visitors into share some socializing time, food and tunes 
together.  The night was a mellow affair with most people jumping out of their safe zone to entertain us 
all, with mic in hand and their fears over come we had a night full of laughts.  The thing about a 
Karaoke is that lots of people who attend say they will come but won’t sing, however the general rule of 
thumb is once they get there, they get swept up in the atmosphere and before long we have discovered 
the next big thing.  Don’t let the chance go by to show your real calling in life, we will be holding our 
next Interagency Moonlight Karaoke show on Saturday 22 June.  Mark the date in your calendar.  You 
have six weeks to tweak that voice as we are always looking for the next big thing to grace our stage. 

 

Tamihana Cummings 
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6 Interesting Facts about the Month of May that 
you didn’t Know 

 

The Month of May was named for Maia, the 
Greek Goddess of fertility. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In any given year, no month ever begins 
and ends on the same day of the week as 
May does 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May’s birthstone is the Emerald which is  a symbol of love and success 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May was once considered a bad luck month to get married.  There is a 
poem that says “Marry in May and you’ll rue the day”. 
 
 
The United Kingdom celebrates May as the National Smile Month 
 
 
No United States President has ever died in May.  It is the only month 
with that distinction. 
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Carbon Farming  
 

An information session on carbon farming, organised by Marilyn Bernhardt (Youno Downs 
Station), was held in the Moonlight Hall on Wednesday 1

st
 May. 

 
It was well attended by pastoralists from across the Wiluna shire along with a representative 
from Jundee Mine. Vince Catania, MLA, Nationals member for the NW Central District was also 
in attendance for a time. 
 
The workshop was conducted by Kent Broad and Harley Lacy, of ‘Outback Carbon Pty Ltd’. Both 
have lived on stations with Harley’s family having a long history of owning pastoral leases in the 
Meekatharra area, which continues to the present day. Kent and his family spent time on 
Beringarra Station out of Meekatharra. 
 
Due to a slight mix-up with the time schedule their presentation was a little briefer than they 
would have preferred but a huge amount of information was presented to the group. There were 
many questions asked as this was the first opportunity many people had had to really get a 
grasp on what carbon farming in the rangelands is actually about and how it would work. 
 
Most people felt they would need a lot more time to process the information before deciding if it 
was something they wanted to get into. For some being locked into a contract for 25 years was 
an idea they weren’t all that comfortable with.  
 
Only time will tell what the future holds for our rangelands and whether carbon farming is an 
option people will choose to take up or not. 
 
Thanks to Marilyn for initiating the information session and to Kent and Harley for coming up to 
present it. 
 
When pastoralists travel to anything it’s always worthwhile trying to fit in as many learning 
opportunities as possible so following a delicious lunch, Michelle Donaldson, CEO of the 
Nullarbor Regional Biosecurity Association, arrived along with dogger for the Nullarbor region, 
Teen Ryan. 
 
Teen demonstrated setting of a dingo trap using a new, smaller type of trap now available. 
Anyone driving past would have been intrigued by the sight of a group of men and women 
standing on the median strip, watching a young woman digging in the gravel!! 
 
Following the demonstration, the group moved back to the hall to hold a robust discussion about 
the issue of dogs in the Wiluna pastoral region and the best ways to deal with them. Topics such 
as employing a dogger, funding for same, baiting, aerial baiting and culling of feral animals were 
covered. At the end of the discussion people were happy that some constructive ideas had come 
about and that there was a way to move forward. 
 
With so much food left over people were plied with dishes of sandwiches, wraps and cake, 
before heading on the trip home. 
 
Raelene Hall  
Neds Creek Station 
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Well Done Wiluna 

 
I hadn’t been to Wiluna for many years and the last time was just to pass 
through on the way to Kalgoorlie. 
 
 
When we had occasion to visit Wiluna for a Carbon Farming session it 
was a great opportunity to see the new Shire Building. What a fabulous 
set up. Whilst I didn’t have time for a good sticky beak what I saw was 
very impressive. The Moonlight Hall, where I attended the meeting, 
made me feel I should have worn my best clothes, with the blue drapes 
and gold ties -real Royal material! Seriously though it is an amazing 
asset for the town. 
 
 
In the afternoon I had time for a quick look at the Heritage and 
Interpretive Centre, which incorporates a fabulous art Gallery.  
I discovered it was somewhere that warranted a lot more time than I had 
that afternoon. Just reading all the history information alone would take 
up more time than I had let alone time needed to fully appreciate the art 
works on display. It appears that, at times, you may even be able to 
watch artists at work, judging by the large art room attached. 
Even more exciting was discovering the range of books available for 
purchase. I was able to pick up three books of interest and could easily 
have bought more. 
 
 
The staff were friendly and helpful and other visitors, there at the same 
time as me, seemed to be greatly enjoying their experience. 
 
 
 
Raelene Hall  
Neds Creek 



16 

 



17 

 



18 

 

 
 

Best Garden in Town—Annie Koroicure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most Improved Garden in Town—Miranda Long 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Garden in Bondini—Delvene Patch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Improved Garden in Bondini— Glenys Williams 

Garden Prize Winners 

Judges : Wiluna Police, Cr Norma Ward and Angela Hoy 
 
Next Judging Day : Wednesday   22 May 2019 



19 

 

 

The history of Mother’s Day in Australia 

How gift giving started. 
 
 
Whilst the tradition of giving gifts on Mother’s Day was well established in the United States 
(1908) it didn’t begin in Australia until 1924. 
 
In 1923, the late Mrs Janet Heyden was a pioneer of Australian Mother’s Days.  Mrs Heyden’s 
concern over lonely, forgotten aged Mothers in Sydney’s Newington State Hospital, where she 
visited an old friend regularly, started a campaign throughout the city for donations to buy 
presents for these old ladies.  Newspapers carried her appeals, while she made personal 
requests to many of Sydney’s leading business houses. 
 
The response amounted to a ton of donations, which were stored in the Sydney Feminist Club.  
They ranged from talcum powder and soap to knitted scarves and mittens.  Confectionery 
manufacturers, leading firms and the Sydney Fruit Markets all contributed towards Mrs 
Hayden’s gifts for ‘her’ lonely mothers. 
 
Mrs Hayden also visited many Sydney schools, asking the pupils for help.  “I wanted 10in x 12in 
bags with double draw-strings”, were her instructions and the pupils from some of these schools 
made more than 200 of them  -  and filled every one for her. 
 
Although her original idea was directed towards mothers, Mrs Heyden’s sympathy extended to 
old and neglected fathers too.  With surplus bags she was also a pioneer of Father’s Day.  Her 
appeals continued regularly during the following years, while the show windows of retail stores 
all over the nation took up the idea. 
 
Every since her first appeal in 1923, she visited the lonely and forgotten mothers in Newington, 
until her death in 1960 with gifts and bunches of Chrysanthemums. 
 
It is said that Mrs Heyden was disappointed by the commercialism of Mother’s Day and the lose 
of the original meaning, but she, nevertheless considered that this commercialism would do 
more good than harm  -  because commercial interest provided publicity which reminded people   
of the occasion. 
 
Every year thereafter, Mrs Heyden raised increasing support for the project from local 
businesses and even the local Mayor.  The day has since become commercialised.  
Traditionally, the Chrysanthemum is given to mothers for Mother’s Day as the flower is naturally 
in season during May (autumn in Australia).  Men will often wear a Chrysanthemum in their 
lapels in honour of mothers. 
 

Happy Mother’s Day to All Mum’s 
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On the 14th of September in 1959, the very first School of the Air for WA broadcast its first air lesson from the 
Royal Flying Doctor base in Meekatharra. A total of 27 children came on air. Since then it has educated over 1230 
pupils and reached over 160 locations across Western Australia 
The school has a rich history in the Wiluna shire, giving remote kids a good education and most importantly the 
chance to feel part of a community despite their isolated circumstances.  
To celebrate this great milestone, the school P&C are having a fundraiser of workshirts with the school logo 
embroidered above the left pocket. The shirts will be supplied by Julie Walsh (ex student) 
And owner of Topp Dogg in Moora. 
They are available in three colours, half button or full. Adults are $45 and kids sizes are $30. 
Orders have to be in and paid before the 30th of July so they are ready for the school anniversary in September. 
If anyone is interested in ordering drop me, Louise Ford a line on, 
 ljf1979@yahoo.com or 0447812882 
 

mailto:ljf1979@yahoo.com
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All proceeds aid the Meekatharra School of the 
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Murdoch University Outreach De-sexing 

Program 
 

Murdoch University ran a very successful de-
sexing program here in Wiluna in April.  In  

particular Dr Nicole Lang commended Jodie 
Taylor on her fantastic liaising with the 

community members in both Wiluna and 
Bondini.  She also expressed her appreciation 

at being able to visit Wiluna Remote 
Community School and speak with the young 

people. 
 

 In total they did 45 surgeries with  
 

35 Dogs de-sexed 
10 Cats de-sexed 

11 Dogs vaccinated 
6 Cats Vaccinated. 

 
 

Murdoch is  hopeful that they will be able to 
continue the program and look forward to 

returning to Wiluna in 2020. 
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Real Night Parrots (Night Parrot Recovery Team March 2019) 

      
The recent independent investigation into a number of night parrot sightings has 

revealed that several purported records of Night Parrots lacked veracity.  After the 

findings of the investigation were made public, scientists conducting vital ecological 

research on Night Parrots have expressed concerns that their work may be tarred with 

the same brush, so to speak. 

 

To address their concerns that confusion over all Night Parrot sightings may sully the 

results of their research, the Night Parrott Recovery Team has sought to clarify the 

situation regarding what has been referred to as “Australia’s most mysterious bird”. 

 

After the investigation’s findings were released, reports of Night Parrots from three 

sites (Diamantina National Park, Goneaway National Park in Western Queensland and 

Kalamurina Sanctuary in Norther South Australia) were retracted. 

 

However, it should be emphasised that the original 2013 records from Pullen Pullen in 

Queensland and records from a number of undisclosed sites in Western Australia are 

NOT IN QUESTION and are considered genuine records of Night Parrots. 

 

Following an independent investigation into the validity of some recent records of 

Night Parrot occurrence and nesting, the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) has 

taken the step of retracting all records of the Night Parrot that it has published.  

However, the Night Parrot Recovery Team (NPRT) notes that in the aftermath of the 

release of the independent investigation there has been some confusion as to what 

the results of the investigation truly mean.  In relation to these sites and records, 

NPRT wishes to make the following clear. 

 

Sites/studies NOT IN QUESTION in this process:  
• Original occurrence reports from Pullen Pullen by John Young and Steve Murphy, 

later observations by Steve Murphy and colleagues, and data gathered by Nick 

Leseberg (UQ) (with many verifiable recordings, plus some photographs). 

• Western Australian sites for which the precise location details are still 

confidential. 

 

Records from three sites HAVE BEEN RETRACTED from all on-line and paper-

based literature:  
• Diamantina National Park (some nest records are in question, calls heard by 

John Young in the presence of other competent observers are probably Night 

Parrots, but they await analysis of independently verifiable recordings) 

• Goneaway National Park (unconfirmed reports of Night Parrot calls) 

• AWC’s Kalamurina Sanctuary in northern South Australia (feather and calls in 

doubt; photograph inconclusive. 
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Shire of Wiluna Presents 

 
10  May  2019 — Aquaman  

2.45pm  -  4.30 
 

Once home to the most advanced civilization on Earth, the city of Atlantis is now an underwater kingdom ruled by 
the power hungry King Orm.  With a vast army at this disposal, Orm plans to conquer the remaining oceanic 

people  -  and then the surface world.  Standing in his way is Aquaman, Orm’s half-human, half-Atlantean brother 
and true heir to the throne.  With help from royal counselor Vulko, Aquaman must retrieve the legendary Trident of 

Atlantis and embrace his destiny as protector of the deep. 
 

Rated  PG 13 —  Parental Guidance Recommended, for some sequences of sci-fi violence and action, and 
for some language 

 

 
24 May 2019  — Fantastic Journey to Oz 

2.30pm to 4.30pm 

 
The cunning and wicked Urfin Jus decides to become ruler of the Wonderful Land of Oz, take over the Emerald 

City with his Wooden Soldiers, and rename it to Urfinville.  He is all but ready to celebrate victory, when his plans 
are ruined by Dorothy an ordinary girl who ends up in Oz just at the right tine.  She must return home, but not 

before she helps her friends the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the Cowardly Lion defeat Urfin.  But before they can 
defeat him, they must find out who he really is. 

 
Rated PG  —  Parental Guidance recommended: Mild fantasy themes and animated violence. 

 
 
 

CHILDREN SEVEN AND UNDER WILL NEED TO BRING A  PARENT WHEN WE ARE 
SHOWING  

G AND PG RATED MOVIES. 
 
 

THERE WILL BE  NO EXCEPTIONS DON’T SEND THE BABIES DOWN UNLESS YOU COME 
WITH THEM, THE LAST THING WE WANT IS TO UPSET THE LITTLE ONES BY TURNING 

THEM AWAY AT THE DOOR. 
 

Tamihana: Recreation & Leisure Centre Coordinator 
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Skippers Aviation is proudly WA owned and operated and committed to supporting regional WA.  
Skippers will continue to offer local residents a discounted fare for all regional communities within it’s 
network. 
 
These Fares provide substantial discounts from the standard fare, but come subject to conditions: 
• Locals must provide proof of residency 
• Bookings must be made at least 60 days in advance of the travel dates 
• Fares are NON-refundable 
• No destination changes are permitted 
• Name changes are not permitted 
• No itinerary changes are permitted 
• Fare is forfeited if the passenger fails to complete check in before the flight closure time (ie 

30minutes prior to the scheduled departure time) 
• Children, Infants and unaccompanied minors Children between 2 and 12 years old need to be 

booked as a child 
 
As with all fares, bookings are subject to seat availability on the desired flight (s) 
 
Skippers advises that these fares must be booked with “Central Reservations” on 1300 729 924 or  
Email: reservations@skippers.com.au. 
 
If these fares don’t suit (many of us don’t have a 60 day planning horizon), try calling Jacki on 0438 565 
065 to see what kind of deal you can get….. 
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Chicken & Mushroom Pie 

 
Ingredients  
 

500 grams of Chicken Breast or Thigh 
300g sliced Mushrooms 
200g Cream Cheese 
2 Sheets of frozen puff pastry 
300g fresh broccoli 
400g carrots 
Half a cabbage 
1 teaspoon dried parsley 
1 teaspoon minced garlic 
A dash of oilive oil 
A dash of milk 
Salt, black pepper  
 

Instructions 
 
1.  Preheat the oven to 200 c (108 c fan forced). 
2.  Chop the chicken into pieces and brown in pan, add mushrooms and then 
soft cheese parsley and some black pepper—cook stirring until the cheese 
melts. Transfer the mixture to a oven proof pie dish.                                                        
3.  Top the pie with puff pastry and decorate with any bits left after you have 
trimmed the pastry  -  brush the pastry lightly with some milk.                                        
4.  Bake in the oven for 30 minutes, until the pastry has risen and is golden.                                  
5.  Meanwhile, peel the carrots and cut into batons, break the broccoli into 
florets and shred the cabbage, boil or steam the vegetables for 5 to 10 minutes 
until tender, drain and serve alongside the pie.                                                              
6.  Once potatoes are cook, toss in butter and sprinkle in parsley. 
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Honey Joys 

 
Ingredients  
 

90g Butter 
 
1/3 Cup of Sugar 
 
1 Tablespoon of Honey 
 
4 Cups of Cornflakes 
 

Instructions 
 
1.  Melt butter, sugar and honey in a saucepan until sugar is dissolved and 
mixture is frothy. 
2.  Pour the mixture over the cornflakes until all of them are coated.                   
3.  Stir until all the ingredients are mixed together.                                               
4.  Place 12 large cake cups on a tray and spoon mixture into the cups.                                  
5.  Put the tray into a 150C oven for 12 minutes or until golden brown.                
6.  Once out of the over leave cups on the tray to cool a little and harden.  Keep 
in an airtight container 
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 Word Find 
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Winnie the Pooh Sayings 
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Kid’s Pages 

Trace and Colour 
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Kid’s Pages 



38 

 



39 

 

Check out the New Machinery Purchased by the Shire 

4T Excavator made by Bobcat. The 
attachments are: 
2 x GP Buckets 
1 x Tilting Mud Bucket 
1 x Ripper 

HAKO Street Sweeper. 
 
Please Keep an eye out for 
this machine as it will be on 
the streets. 

IVECO Rubbish 
Truck 
That has a 24cubic 
meter capacity, that 
now enables curb 
loading. 



40 

 

Wiluna Buy and Sell 

Do you have anything you want to buy or sell?   
You can advertise here for free.   

Forget Gumtree and Ebay, and all those freight charges.   
One mans’ trash is another mans’ treasure.   

Let’s keep it local and we all benefit. 

If you would like to advertise something please email 
the Shire on aa@wiluna.wa.gov.au with Wiluna Buy & 
Sell in the subject line.  Please include a picture if you 
can and a detailed description.  Please include your 
contact details.  


